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' Title: Hazardous Waste

Date: 19/09/2023
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Start Time:
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Duration (Minutes)
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Toolbox Talk No. 81 HAZARDOUS WASTE

WHAT IS IT?

WHY?

DO

Hazardous waste is essentially waste that contains hazardous properties that may render it harmful to
human health or the Environment.

All Raphael sites produce hazardous waste, the majority in small quantities

Hazardous waste can come in many forms whether it is: explosive, harmful, corrosive, flammable or
toxic. They are all dangerous, and if not managed properly, can cause serious harm to the environment
or to human health.

The introduction of the Hazardous Waste Regulations in 2005 expanded the definitions of hazardous
waste,

Typical potentially hazardous wastes found on sites include: fluorescent tubes, paints, resins, oils,
aerosols, mastics.

Avoid Prosecution: It is Illegal to mix hazardous and non-hazardous waste to landfill. The penalty is a fine
of up to £50,000 and up to 5 years in prison. Managers have a duty to ensure that workplace hazardous
wastes are correctly identified at each stage of production and appropriate measures are taken to
protect the health of employees and contractors who transport or dispose of these wastes.

Avoid environmental harm: Incorrect disposal could cause water pollution and damage habitats. For
example one fluorescent tube contains enough mercury to pollute 30,000 litres of water beyond safe
drinking levels.

Reduce costs: The number of hazardous waste disposal sites is reducing all the time, thus increasing
disposal costs. Sites will have to be more proactive in the way they manage their hazardous waste. New
practical methods will need to be found to eliminate, reduce or re-use potentially hazardous wastes.

v Check the container to see if it displays one of the Hazardous warning signs below.
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Use all of the material to eliminate waste.

Use correct PPE when handling hazardous substances

Ensure subcontractors remove their own hazardous waste correctly.

Place any Hazardous Waste / containers with residue in a Chemstore or other secure receptacle,
Label the Hazardous Waste receptacle with the correct hazardous signage.

Hazardous waste can be minimised by rendering it non-hazardous:

Use up all paint and allow tin to dry out
Use up all mastic and allow tubes to cure
Let plaster dry out before disposal

Ensure only trained individuals handle hazardous waste

Return fluorescent tubes to the appropriate Electrical Contractor for recycling.
Return empty oil drums to your supplier

Employ licensed companies to remove any hazardous waste

Hazardous materials cannot be removed without a consignment note.

Check also the safety data sheet to see if the material is hazardous.
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1 Toolbox Talk No. 83 PIGEONS AND PSITTACOSIS (Parrot Fever)

You will have heard of Leptospirosis or Weil's disease in rats and the flu like symptoms that are an early
warning sign. Other animals also may cause you to become ill and we sometimes come across pigeons at
work, in cities, railway stations and so on. The biggest problem is their droppings, which are unpleasant to
say the least and disgusting if you are in the wrong place at the wrong time. These droppings gradually dry
up and may get turned to dust, which is then stirred up when you sweep up. This is why we insist you wear
a face mask when sweeping up.

In old, deserted buildings there may be a build-up pigeon droppings and feathers, which will be unhealthy,
so if you come across anything like that, tell your supervisor who will cordon it off.

As with any outdoor activity, always wash your hands before eating or smoking and don't leave clothing
lying around at work. To gauge the scale of the problem, think about all the pigeons in Trafalgar Square.
Tourists feed them and let them land on their heads!! If they were a serious health threat or problem, the
authorities would exterminate them. Some people even keep pigeons / parrots as pets, and pigeon racing
is 2 common hobby.

Now imagine the same number of rats!!! If you do get a bad case of flu, tell the doctor you have been
working on a building site that had pigeon droppings in and around the work area.

Good hygiene will stop the illness starting and if you feel ill go to the doctor and he can test and treat it, if
you are suffering from something more serious.

Psittacosis is an infection caused by Chlamydia psittaci, a type of bacteria found in the droppings of birds
such as pigeons. When bird droppings dry and become airborne people may inhale them and get sick.
Symptoms usually develop within 10 days after exposure, below are is a list of possible signs of infection:

e Classically, it presents as pneumonia with flu-like symptoms

e Fever and chills with lassitude

e It may develop mildly and insidiously or develop into overwhelming sepsis with acute respiratory
failure

e Respiratory symptoms - non-productive cough, dyspnoea, sore throat, nose bleeds and, rarely, pleuritic
chest pain

e Gastrointestinal symptoms occur less often

e In rare cases, the disease causes nausea and vomiting, abdominal pain, diarrhoea and jaundice

e Neurological symptoms are common - particularly severe headache and also photophobia. It may cause
agitation or extreme malaise

¢ Dermatological manifestations - facial macular rash known as Horder spots

Treatment
Antibiotics will be subscribed; treatment is normally given for 2-3 weeks to lower the risk of relapse.
Patients normally show a response within 24-72 hours.

Do you have any questions for me?
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Site Manager’s Daily Safe Start
BSB Method statement (s) Installation of Joinery
Contract: £7CHR Site Manager: Kes Kulsinskas Date (w/c): , %\ o9 27 (Title, Rev No.
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WHEN COMPLETED RETURN THIS FORM TO THE RCL SAFETY OFFICER
Note on this side any points that have arisen which you may think should be brought to the
attention of RCL and complete the attendance list above (add an extra sheet if necessary):
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